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Proceedings of the State level Workshop 
on Right to Water and Sanitation 

Raipur, Chhattisgarh on 11th and 12th of March, 2013 

The workshop was organized by Forum for Policy Dialogue on Water Conflicts in India (hereafter 
referred as Forum) and WaterAid India.  About 50 participants representing both WASH and non-
WASH organisations participated in the workshop. There were people from people’s 
movements/NGOs/CSOs working on water, sanitation and health issues, media, academia and 
government departments and donor organisations. (Refer Annex 1 for the list of participants) 

Going by the feedback of the participants of the Bhopal workshop, the first day was fully devoted to 
water and second day to sanitation (The programme schedule is given in Annex 2). The two day 
workshop – both in terms of presentations and discussions – was very intense and the participants 
also gave a very positive feedback about the content of the workshop.   

DAY ONE: 11th March 2013 

Session one: Welcome and Introduction 
K. J. Joy welcomed all the participants. He briefly explained the work of the Forum for Policy 
Dialogue on Water Conflicts in India (Forum) and the Society for Promoting participative 
Ecosystem Management (SOPPECOM) that anchors the work of the Forum. Forum in its third 
phase of work now has taken up a new initiative on the Right to Water and Sanitation (RTWS) in 
India funded by (and in collaboration with) WaterAid India. The Forum will act as a knowledge 
partner in working towards a campaign on RTWS.  

Some of the important activities under this initiative include documentation of conflicts around 
drinking water and sanitation and the reform process in the water and sanitation sectors, position 
papers on right to water and sanitation, state level interactions and workshops, state level situational 
analysis of drinking water and sanitation, capacity building, dissemination and outreach and policy 
advocacy.   

Joy also explained the objectives of the workshop as: 

• To get a critical feedback on the draft position papers on right to water and sanitation 

• To understand the ground realities in Chhattisgarh with regard to drinking water and 
sanitation 

• To interact with different stakeholders and start a lose network amongst them for 
interaction and information sharing 



Joy concluded his introductory comments by outlining some of the key issues that the workshop 
should deliberate:  

• Should we see the issue of access to right to water and sanitation in the rights perspective? 
• If yes, what could be its content? 
• To actualise this, what all need to be done at different arenas like policy, law, institutions and 

finance.  

Mamata Dash from WaterAid India also tried to further contextualize the workshop and what is 
expected out of it.  She said that this workshop is to learn and to contribute to understanding and 
articulating what RTWS is. WaterAid has been working on this important issue for many years now 
along with its partners. According to her:  

• RTWS must be understood from people’s rights perspective. WaterAid is trying to build a 
discourse on RTWS in association with Forum/SOPPECOM.  

• RTWS is a collective initiative where SOPPECOM is focusing on the Right to Water 
(RTW) and WaterAid is focusing on Right to Sanitation (RTS). 

• Referring to the United Nations (UN) documents, she said that though these documents 
mention about RTS there is no clear definition of the right, and confusion exists between 
right to hygiene and right to sanitation.  

• As a state, India must recognize people’s right to water and sanitation. We need to de-layer 
and de-thread the things wrapping up this right.  

The introductory session concluded with the self introduction of the participants.  

Session Two: Right to Water in the Indian Context 
   
Chairperson: Dr. Mishra 
Presenter:  Suhas Paranjape 
Suhas presented the historical context around water and the broad dimensions of right to water. His 
presentation included RTW in the Indian context and what it should include. He also brought out 
the advantages of institutionalising ‘right to water’ as a human right and also the difference of right 
to water from other rights. Bringing in the context of liberalization, privatization and globalization 
(LPG) he stressed on the need to bring in certain conditions especially in the context of privatisation 
of service delivery. He suggested a tentative ‘model’ for provision of domestic water which is further 
disaggregated into Lifeline water, Lifeline Plus and Luxury Water. These three categories of uses 
would carry a differential tariff system in which the lifeline water could be provided free of cost 
(Presentation is given in Annex 3).   

Discussion 
The following points were brought up in the discussion: 

• Public Private Partnership (PPP) and community ownership need to be treated as separate 
entities at all levels. We should not talk of PPP in the context of services and basic needs. Private 



sector is primarily driven by profit motive.  It is the responsibility of the government officials to 
monitor and ensure that the basic services of water from the existing resources are allocated to all 
the users, than being privatized by a handful. There is a need to detail out government 
responsibilities.  

• Basic needs and livelihood needs: we should not separate them out.  
• Water quality is also important and it is not a matter of quantity alone.  
• While framing policies for RTW, it is important to consider the classification of the various 

sectors (industries, agriculture, urban use, rural use, and migrant labourers) based on the supply, 
consumption and pollution scale. However, it was clarified we are not talking of industries when 
we talk of RTW.  

• Environment-land-water need to be taken together. We should also take into account the socio-
political, religious, cultural, geographical and ethical settings while framing policies.  

• PPP model to be rejected as the private partners do not contribute to the fullest, rather discussion 
should take place as what institutional forms should be entrusted with the community.  Services 
of water to be delivered through collectives of users than privatization.  

•  A uniform norm should be made available by the State for supplying lifeline water to both rural 
and urban areas. It was suggested to include one more category, called ‘commercial water’ (apart 
from Lifeline water, Lifeline Plus and Luxury Water) that accounts for water used by industries 
and for profit making.  

• Definition of ‘community’ is important to impart the community based water rights.  
• Unless we link RTW along with the development paradigm it would not lead us anywhere. How 

will we engage with the politics of all these and also see it in the context of right to development, 
water democracy, etc. This type of an engagement can also give rise to new institutions.  

 

Dr. Parivesh Mishra, Chairing the session on Right to Water along with Mr. Suhas Paranjape 



The chairperson, Dr. Mishraji, concluded the session by summing up the main issues that came up 
in the session which included:  use of water from dams, importance of water from a socio-economic 
and cultural point of view, role and responsibility of the State to ensure transparency, considering 
public opinions while taking decisions and need to sustain the existing resources. He further 
explained that during the two days workshop, we need to develop a strong consensus on these 
points. Also, points like water tariffs, use of water by industries and for agriculture, can be discussed. 
Along with accountability of water, awareness needs to be created among the citizens for the 
responsible and appropriate use of water. Overall to establish a stronger RTW, one has to come out 
of one’s own niche, explore and adopt holistic ways for safeguarding water.  

 
Session Three: Legal and Institutional Issues related to Right to Water 
Presenter:  Lovleen Bhullar 
 

 

Ms. Loveleen Bhullar, giving presentation on the Legal and Institutional Rights related to Water 

 
The presentation stated that within the Constitution of India, the RTW is merely mentioned as a 
derivative right under Article 21, i.e., Right to Life. Although the jurisdiction realizes that RTW is an 
important aspect, there is no law under the legislation that justifies RTW. International laws and 
covenants that recognize RTW exist and India is also a signatory of some laws indicating that such 
laws should persist within India too. She emphasized the need for a stricter law for RTW in India 
that recognizes not only management and supply of water to its users, but ensures supply of good 
quality and equal quantity of water to all. She also shed light on important provisions like the Public 
Trust Doctrine under which the State Government is the Trustee of water and it is the duty of the 



State to ensure safe and clean supply of water to its citizens. Thus, citizens are inferred upon many 
judicial and institutional rights which can be implemented to ensure good quality water. She also 
touched upon the Common law (British) which says that the ownership of water under the land goes 
with the owner of that land. This is also connected to Easement Act. She said that if the Water 
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 has been applied to municipalities then the situation 
would have been better (Presentation is given in Annex 3).  

 

Discussion 

• In Chhattisgarh right to water can be linked to right to food.  
• Mining companies usually extract groundwater and release it into surface water, thus 

increasing the toxicity in the surface water. So what are the ownership rights, considering the 
fact that groundwater acts as a common pool resource? The response to this was that there 
is an ongoing drive to use the idea of Public Trust Doctrine to resolve issues related to 
groundwater bodies and one of the points is to change the ownership rights from land-
owner to common use.  

• Can the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, apart from the discharges 
from industries be applied to discharges of municipal sewage and non-point source like 
agriculture? The response was that technically the Act is applicable to discharges from all the 
sources; however, the focus has always been industrial waste, as these cases are largely 
brought into the Court. So, the implementation of this Act has been weak so far.  

• Who or which authority should be held responsible for not implementing the Act. Usually 
many actors are present in a chain, when it comes to execution of a certain demand. In need 
of filing a case, which official should be considered as responsible? Or again whom we 
should file the FIR? The response was that our Constitution provides a law like Public 
Service Guarantee that ensure individual liability (command chain) where the Court shall ask 
first the concerned authority. Filing of an FIR is also part of the criminal procedure. This 
was an important point raised during the discussion and mechanism for redressal and fixing 
responsibility should also be part of right to water.    

• The session was an eye-opener as it was important to know and understand the existing laws 
and provisions in the Constitution, which is necessary in framing the RTW legislation. 

 
Session Four: Case Studies and Experiences from Chhattisgarh  
Chairperson: Zulaikha Jabin 
In this session, three case studies/experiences were presented pertaining to the water problems and 
other water related issues in Chhattisgarh.  

Alok Shukla: Water Privatization in Chhattisgarh – the case of Sheonath River 
The first case study focussed on the privatization of water in Chhattisgarh. Alok Shukla, a 
representative from the Chhattisgarh Bachao Andolan presented the case study.  



The case study on water privatization clearly gives a glimpse as how politicians misuse their power 
for acquiring profits, by depriving the common man from attaining what is rightfully theirs. Water, 
although being an important “common pool” resource is privatized by the bureaucrats and profit-
seeking industrialists.  The first privatization took place of the Sheonath River in Chhattisgarh that 
resulted in prohibition of drawing water from the river for irrigation purpose. The contract between 
the Radius Water Company and Chhattisgarh State Industrial Development Corporation (CSIDC) 
also resulted in loss of financial revenue for the government. According to Alok, 7-8 other rivers in 
Chhattisgarh have been also privatized in the name of development, depriving the adjacent villagers 
off their source of livelihood and their right to access clean and safe water.  He also said that 
2,561.69 Mm3 of water has been allotted to industries in the state. Another serous issue in the state is 
the concentration of thermal power plants as they would retain the water resources/aquifers dry. 
MoUs have been signed for generating 38000 MW of electricity the thermal plants are located at 
Janjgir-Kolba districts – an irrigated agricultural area of Chhattisgarh. This area is surrounded by 
three major rivers, whose waters have been leased out to the thermal power companies (Presentation 
is given in Annex 3). 

Bhupesh Vaishnov: Water Supply in Dalit VillagesThe Experiences from Chhattisgarh  

The presentation was about the transformation of the village, Bitkuli, in Bilaspur District into a self-
reliant village, with the help of initiatives undertaken by the Shikhar Yuva Manch (SYM). The SYM 
has introduced the project called, ‘Alternative Agricultural Opportunities’ wherein they 
encouraged community development programmes to conserve water and revive traditional 
techniques and indigenous knowledge for agriculture. In accordance with the presentation and the 
work carried out by the SYM, a documentary film, “Boondon ki Kheti” was also presented at the 
workshop (A write-up is included in Annex 3).  

Indu Netam: Water issues in Adivasi areas in Chhattisgarh 
 

 

Indu Netam of Adivasi Samata Manch speaking on water issues in Chhattisgarh 



Indu Netam of Adivasi Samata Manch (Bastar) talked about the water issues in the Adivasi areas of 
Chhattisgarh.  She stressed the importance of water and the culture associated with it in the Adivasi 
community. The community is solely dependent on the forests for their livelihood. They represent 
the poor and marginalized sections of the society and are often deprived from drawing and accessing 
water. The state says that the forests belongs to Adivasi community, however, despite the Forest 
Rights Act, the Adivasis are always at the receiving end and benefit very little. Mining is another 
activity that destroys forest and water and, thus, their basic livelihood.  

Adivasis often have to travel long distances in search of water and usually women and children suffer 
in the bargain. Sometimes small tankers supply water, but the concept of water as a commodity is 
not acceptable to the adivasi community as it considers it as a free resource and should be available 
to all free of cost. The issue of untouchability is still prevalent in the village and they can access 
water, only when the higher sections of the society have fulfilled their demands.  

Discussion 
The chairperson remarked that from these case studies, one can come across the kind of 
development India is progressing towards and what implications these have on the future 
generations. The following issues/viewpoints came up in the discussion:  

• In Chhattisgarh, not only the rivers are being leased out for privatization, large fertile areas 
around the rivers are being sold, even when mining in such areas is prohibited. Sand mining 
is an important activity that takes place around the Mahanadi basin.  

• The problems are not only pertained to water, but are also related to forests, land and 
sanitation. The newly formed state is deteriorating/destroying its natural resources in the 
name of development, with the farmers and the adivasis suffering the most. The 3-crore 
project of Jatropha plantation in the forest area that resulted in the destruction of large 
forest area.  

• There are different facets for use of water. However, the main focus should be on ‘right to 
safe drinking water and sanitation’ than concentrating on RTW as a whole. This was 
countered by another participant who said that there are other significant issues which have 
been addressed during the workshop, and are as important as safe drinking water.  

• Communities play an important role in RTW. These communities need to be strengthened 
and awareness needs to be created about their rights, budgeting of water, understanding 
norms and importance of resources. Panchayat Raj institutions play an important role in 
strengthening the community and should not be dissolved.  

• Another serious issue is recharge of groundwater. It is understood that in Chhattisgarh, 
extensive extraction of groundwater takes place, resulting in the decline of the water table. 
The government had issued a circular for closing down of bore wells, usually used by the 
industries. The Collector was given the responsibility to monitor such wells. Also, no 
exclusive research is being done on recharging these diminishing groundwater levels.  

• The fight for water cannot be won unless a paradigm shift in the root cause occurs. One has 
to think as where the actual problem lies and take appropriate steps accordingly. A balance 



in the hydrological cycle is of utmost importance, as all the other steps to resolve the issues 
around water will be futile. So, along with RTW (for availability, access, good quantity and 
quality of water), one has to take steps to combat negative actions that cause contamination 
of water. Thus, sanitation is closely associated with water and should go hand-in-hand.  

• The existing farming practices play a crucial role for the recharge of groundwater. Use of 
chemical fertilizers has reduced the percolation capacity of the soil. Also, no land is further 
available to build percolation tanks. So, even if Chhattisgarh state receives heavy monsoon, 
all the water flows away as run-off, with very little water available for groundwater recharge. 
Hence, the farming practices also need to be taken into account while framing the law for 
RTW.  

• We need to think of some key elements while articulating the RTW. First, the kind of 
development politicians are aiming for that benefits only a few privileged groups. The 
constitution clearly states that industries do not have RTW, but now they are given assurance 
to water. What needs to be done to decipher the profits gained by the industries and 
politicians and make the voices of the weaker sections heard? Second, one needs to revive 
the traditional wisdom of managing water resources and PRIs play a key role in this regard. 
However, the PRIs need to be included in the decision-making and end the domination of 
the larger industrial houses in policy making.  Lastly, we should also focus on making the 
public hearings productive, without the government imposing its decisions on the public.  

• Another issue is the pseudo development that is taking place in the country. Community 
relations in a village are very fragmented due to ‘caste’ factor. The lower castes and adivasis 
are often deprived from benefits of development schemes. So, in order to ensure a 
sustainable development one needs to work at two levels: 1) Oppose and protest against the 
profit-seeking development and 2) work for development of the marginalized groups.  
Today, the conversion of ‘commons’ into private property, i.e. capitalization of the nature, is 
what is causing distress, even globally.  

• Given the population composition (for example, comparatively higher proportion of 
younger people in the population that would demand independent livelihoods), the demand 
for goods and services to meet increasing livelihood needs is going to increase.  Primary 
sectors like agriculture may not be able to meet all these needs and hence certain amount of 
industrialisation would be required. This would also mean that more water would be 
required by industries. Thus, one cannot completely rule out certain water allocation to the 
industrial sector. However, one needs to discuss the amount of water to be given to the 
industries and also the conditions under which water can be provided.  

• However, this needs to take into account the actual demand and requirement. Is this demand 
actually coming from the common people or is it profit-seeking strategy by the industries? 
For example in the case of electricity sector, instead of erecting new power plants and 
increasing the load factor to meet the gap between supply and demand of electricity, the 
focus should be on cutting down the transmission losses (which are 33% in India). This sort 
of development is rapidly destroying the natural resources and undermining the economy 
based on agriculture, forests and water.  



• Development is usually measured in quantifiable terms than in qualitative terms. The 
development schemes issued by the Government related to water and sanitation do not 
account for quality. Most of these schemes also fail to reach the community.  

• Humans always consume excess resources than what is essential to sustain life, and hence 
disparity exists when it comes to equal distribution of resources.  

• It is important to have agro-based industries in the vicinity than other industries, in order to 
boost employment, keeping the agricultural activity intact.  

The chairperson summed up the important inputs from the three case studies and the discussions 
that followed. The chairperson stressed on the need for two-prolonged strategy – a dialogue with 
the Government and at the same time protests – for protecting the natural resources. Also, one 
needs to focus on a development which is sustainable in the long run.  

Day Two: 12 March 2013 

Session Five: Right to Sanitation  

Chairperson: Dr. Thomas Abraham 

Presenter: Mamata Dash 
Mamata Dash from WaterAid started with the day’s session by giving a brief presentation on the 
need for RTS. Sanitation should be perceived beyond provision of toilets. Many other components 
are associated with sanitation and one needs to explore those and rightfully include them in the form 
of law. RTS is recognized internationally and many countries have included it in their political 
declaration. She said that two agencies play an important role in enacting the RTS, i.e. the State and 
the People. Although India has the goal of acquiring a Nirmal Bharat Status by 2022, it defines 
sanitation in a vague manner. People’s participation is very important in order to articulate a stronger 
policy for sanitation, for one has to take into account the different needs of the societies, from a 
socio-cultural and sectoral perspective (Presentation is given in Annex 4).  

Many questions were opened to the audience for further discussion. Some of them related to 
behavioural change in people with regard to sanitation, combining RTS with RTW (two different 
rights but unified campaign), strategically identifying the use of space for negotiations and dialogue 
with the Government and arriving at a consensus to define ‘sanitation’.  

Discussion 
The following points were brought up during the discussion: 

• Providing sanitation facilities from a life-cycle perspective, for example, farmers and 
labourers do not have any sanitation provisions during the day, where they spend maximum 
time working on the fields. 

• Ensuring the dignity of the manual scavengers at legal level. 



• Understanding the effect of pilgrimages and cultural/religious gatherings on the river or 
adjacent water bodies. In fact the scale of these gatherings have changed over time and now 
lakhs of people gather one a single point and defecate in open spaces and also rivers and 
streams. Issues of concentration (of shit) and scale are important to consider. For example in 
adivasi areas the concentration would be much less and hence it may not lead to too much 
of environmental and health problems.  

• Many Government schemes exist for providing sanitation facilities. However, these facilities 
are not used by the people, on account of safety and feasibility issues. So taking into 
consideration public views while constructing these facilities is very important to ensure their 
complete usage.  

• Nowadays, urban river has turned into a sewerage system, with minimum recycling or 
treatment of the waste. Understanding the different provisions under different rights and 
laws is very important. Also scale of recycling at different levels needs to be discussed at 
length. Another issue was the mandatory implementation of having the pickup points (from 
rivers and streams) of water below discharge (effluents) points. Since the polluters would be 
picking up the discharge they would be more careful about treating the effluents. However, 
again monitoring and identifying roles and responsibilities by the local body or State are very 
important to ensure its full effectiveness.  

• Children and senior citizens play important role in promoting sanitation and ensuring that 
the facilities are used appropriately. For this, education and awareness in schools is a must.  

• Segregating urban and rural sanitation facilities and avail treatment facilities to the maximum.  
• Government schemes ensure that financial aid is available for construction of toilets, 

however, with structural facilities, availability of additional facilities (water) is equally 
important to ensure sanitation conditions. Sanitation demands need to be taken up by the 
Gram Sabha. Also, probing into how the financial aid is being used is also important. Nodal 
agencies can be created for monitoring these funds. 

• Ensuring waste disposal is not done near water source, but collected and disposed safely.  
• Traditional methods can be explored that can enable recycling the waste, especially in the 

villages.  
• To define health and hygiene under legal terms, it is necessary to define and quantify the 

present problems. Understanding the present behaviour shall allow one to take strategic 
steps to move towards an ideal behaviour and thus bring about change in the sanitation.  

 

 
   



Session Six: Status of Sanitation in Chhattisgarh and Legal and Institutional 
Issues around Sanitation 

Chairperson: Mohan Kothekar 

Mritunjay Chandra: Policies, Programmes and status of sanitation in Chhattisgarh 

The presentation gives a glimpse of the policies and programmes available to implement sanitation 
across India and at state level, i.e. Chhattisgarh. It also reflects the various agencies and institutions 
which are responsible for supply of safe drinking water and providing sanitation facilities. The 
Government scheme that grants sanitation facilities in villages, i.e. Nirmal Bharat Abhiyaan (NBA) 
was discussed at length, giving implications of the beneficial, costs and logistics. While constructing 
toilets, the Panchayat need not make any additional financial contribution. The Central and the State 
Government will pay the monetary funds and the allotment is made depending on the number of 
households in a village.  He also explained the current status of sanitation in Chhattisgarh and the 
challenges in implementing the sanitation drive. Lack of maintenance due to adequate funds, lack of 
awareness about the linkages between sanitation and health, other priorities than toilets, and gap 
between knowledge and practice were some of the key elements identified. He emphasized that 
there is a need to change the communication strategy to raise awareness (Presentation is given in 
Annex 4).  

Loveleen Bhullar:  Legal and Institutional Issues related to Right to Sanitation in India 
Loveleen Bhullar gave presentation on provisions present for sanitation under various laws. Like 
water, sanitation is not recognized as a separate law. The provisions for sanitation can be viewed 
under various dimensions, i.e. social, health, environmental and gender. She explained the prevalent 
issues under these dimensions and their importance in sanitation. The implementation and follow-
up of these laws is a problem. She also explained some cases that helped in formulation of important 
bills, like the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers Bill, 2012. Under this bill formation 
of many institutional mechanisms is under process, for example, creating a vigilance committee to 
monitor the employment of manual scavengers and sewage workers. She also raised some topics for 
discussion like consensus for campaigning jointly for RTS and RTW, adopting strategies that 
reduces the use of water in sanitation, solid waste management as part of RTS, management of 
sanitation and water in disaster affected areas, etc. (Presentation is given in Annex 4). 

Discussion  
Following these two presentations a discussion was held, which was chaired by Mohan Kothekar. 
Following points were brought up during the brief discussion.  

• Government can provide schemes for maintenance of the constructed toilets. This can also 
generate source of employment. Also communities can take the responsibility of cleaning 
and maintaining the common toilets.  

• Local languages to be used to communicate and increase awareness. 
• Integrating all the dimensions mentioned during the presentation under Right to Sanitation, 

especially keeping in mind the safety and dignity of women.   



• Use of new technologies and solutions to reuse water. For example, recycled sewage water 
can be used to construction of buildings, than using drinking water.  

Session Seven: Case studies and experiences 
Chairperson: Indu Netam  

Sant Mahto: Health and Sanitation Issues in Rural Areas of Chhattisgarh 

Sant Mahto of Jan Swastha Sahyog (JSS) gave a detailed picture of the current status of sanitation in 
the rural areas of Chhattisgarh (70 villages were surveyed). Many diseases prevail in these areas due 
to weak sanitation practices and presence of contaminated drinking water. A simple test to assess the 
quality of drinking water from various sources revealed that about 85 % of the water was unfit for 
drinking and contained high concentration of fluoride and iron. Also Government schemes like 
Sampoorna Swacha Abhiyaan constructed inappropriate sanitation structures making it unfit for use. In 
the presentation various methods to safeguard water from contamination were shown, however, it is 
important to impart knowledge on the dosage of chemical purifiers to be used in water (Presentation 
is given in Annex 4). 

Dr. Amit Tiwari: Sanitation issues in Marginalized Communities of Chhattisgarh 
Dr. Amit Tiwari from Shaheed Hospital depicted yet another situation of sanitation and health in 
the rural areas of Dalli Rajhara, Chhattisgarh. According to the District Level household survey, 
about 82% of households lack toilet facilities. Also, as compared to the supply of drinking water, the 
toilet facilities are very low. Malaria, diarrhoea, and gastro-intestinal ailments are prevalent in this 
region. The Shaheed hospital is involved in campaigning for sanitation and creating awareness. Dr. 
Tiwari explained that the standard of living is low in Chhattisgarh due to poor sanitation conditions 
and he recommended that literacy (especially women), awareness and education and active 
intervention can improve the sanitation conditions in the marginalized areas (Presentation is given in 
Annex 4).  

Discussion 
The following points came up during the discussion: 

• Sanitation problems are clearly evident from the case studies. One needs to discuss as how 
to solve these problems using existing laws and to compel the government to take 
appropriate actions. Community based action need to be strengthened, but at the same time 
the Government needs to actively monitor the existing schemes. 

• The use of bleaching powder is a more viable option than use of chlorine. However, again 
the dosage matters and one has to be careful and know the technique of using it.  

• H2S technique used to assess the quality of water is not an authenticated test, as it does not 
give the exact estimation of the contaminants present in water. However, the presenter 
explained that these tests can be done only in established laboratories and carrying water 
sample in a specific time is not possible owing to feasibility and distance from the source of 
water. The H2S test gives a general idea about the status of drinking water and precautionary 
measures can be taken based on this.  



• The authenticity of the collected data is important. Usually the Government sector collects 
data depending on the market conditions. Data can be collected and maintained at 
community level in order to take appropriate actions and improve the sanitation conditions.  

 

Session Eight: Panel Discussion 

Chairperson: Mamata Dash 
Panellists: Mamata Kujur, Saibal Jana, Rajkumar Soni and Zulaikha Jabin 
 
Mamata Kujur 
She emphasized on the need of communicating existing laws and policies to the general public. The 
Constitution of India recognizes many laws and gives Rights to the Adivasis and the marginalized 
communities to use forests, land and water. However a lapse in the implementation of these laws 
seems to occur, and it is the duty of the citizens and the community based organizations to educate 
the Government through negotiations and discussion. We need to talk to the government and the 
people’s representatives. The existing polices and laws need to be implemented. The Government 
has to understand that development can occur only if the existing resources are taken care of and 
the public is involved in important decision making. She talked about the Yeshpur struggle. Her 
main message was, “forest, land and water are ours”.   

Rajkumar Soni  
Mr. Soni, a journalist who has been writing on river and water issues in the state, brought forth the 
issue of the rivers in Chhattisgarh. Till very recently people used to cultivate vegetables and 
watermelons in the riverbed. Now all the rivers are taken over by brick kiln owners and companies. 
He acquainted the participants with the fraudulent functioning of the Government that makes it 
difficult for the common man of Chhattisgarh to acquire water from the rivers, although river is a 
common public resource. So far many MoUs have been signed between the Government and 
private companies; all the rivers are sold. Selling water for profits and misusing power and strength 
to keep away the marginalized groups and villagers from accessing water is very prevalent in the 
State. He cited examples about the brick-making business around the rivers and the existence of 130 
odd power plants in the Janjgir-Champa district wherein the Government supplies more water than 
the actual requirement. The water mafia is also engaged in destroying the hand-pumps in villages, 
with no help being granted by the Government. Apart from surface water, the situation of 
groundwater is still worse. It is also difficult to get correct and accurate data. A revolution is required 
if water and land is to be safeguarded from the hands of these profit-seekers and vested interest 
groups.  

Saibal Jana 
Dr. Saibal Jana of the Shaheed Hospital citing the experience of Chhattisgarh Mukti Morcha 
explained that to bring change in the society and to fight against the Government for acquiring 
rights, people need to come together and devise appropriate strategies. The various political parties 



have no programme on water and sanitation. It is the issue of the workers, people and women – 
their right to water, health, and sanitation. Only through people’s struggles we can establish these 
rights.  He gave the example of the workers’ protests in Dalli-Rajhara for acquiring safe drinking 
water and sanitation facilities in 1981. He clearly emphasized that it is the right of the people to stay 
healthy. He shared another experience of the protest held by the farmers to release the dam water, 
which although constructed for the benefits of the farmers was being used by the industries.  

Zulaikha Jabin 
Zulaikha highlighted that during the workshop many issues were brought up and discussed. We 
need to synthesise our thoughts and give a direction to resolve these issues, keeping in mind the 
existing laws and at the same time maintaining democracy.  Within the limited time frame, there is 
need to establish long-term goals and strive towards achieving them. Chhattisgarh is a patriarchal 
society, where a farmer is recognized as a male member of the family working on fields. However, 
women also equally contribute in farming activities. The ratio of toilet unavailability is very high in 
the State. Children’s morbidity, mortality, malnutrition are also very high, all due to lack of access to 
clean and safe drinking water. In order to frame a stringent law for RTWS, one cannot disintegrate 
other aspects like education, gender, political rights, culture and rights of the marginalized and poor 
groups. One has to understand that to achieve long-term sustainable development the existing 
resources of agricultural land, water and forests needs to be conserved.   

The panel discussion was summed up by Mamata Dash reminding the participants again about the 
autocratic tendencies of the Government in the name of development. The use of water has become 
a political game and there is a need for a stronger consensus to acquire the rights. She reminded 
about the high financial allotment made by the Government for executing the Total Sanitation 
Campaign (TCS) without any participation of the people. A large proportion of this fund is used for 
constructing toilets, which is often of poor quality and cannot be maintained by the people. We have 
to look for opportunities in order to tackle these problems and negotiate with the Government at 
various levels, if equal and fair distribution of resources has to take place. Even worldwide, existing 
policies are framed taking into consideration the market growth, with its benefactors unknown. This 
notion has to be changed and for this people need to organise themselves and raise their voices.  

Session Nine: Concluding Session 
Suhas Paranjape started the concluding session, reminding the participants that such workshops are 
indeed important to get the views of the people from various sectors. This was the second 
workshop conducted in context of RTWS (by the Forum and WaterAid India) and such workshops 
would help to build an understanding on RTWS.  

As an immediate follow up to the workshop, copy of the list of participants, presentations made 
during the workshop and proceedings would be sent to the participants. Also, a revised approach 
paper (on right to water and right to sanitation) based on the two workshops will be circulated.  

The participants provided critical feedback about the workshop and also gave suggestions as how to 
strengthen the RTWS campaign. Some of the important comments and suggestions are given below.   



• Develop a concrete strategy that includes protests, awareness, and use of existing laws and 
involve organizations that are directly linked to the public.  

• Safeguarding drinking water from contamination is an individual responsibility and it is not 
appropriate to wait for the Government or community to act.  

• Knowledge dissemination about the existing constitutional laws to the villagers is of utmost 
priority. Campaigns need to target this knowledge gap to create awareness about people’s 
rights for clean water and sanitation. High school children and NSS students can be trained 
to impart knowledge to the youth.  

• Media plays an important role in disseminating information to the public. There is a need to 
identify key people from the media, bring their attention towards sanitation and water related 
issues. A combination of social media, web magazines and freelance journalists can bring out 
the best results. 

The workshop ended with a song by Indu Netam and a vote of thanks by Parag Jyoti Saikia.  
 

   



Annex 

Annex 1: List of participants 

 
Name  Organisation/ Address Email Contact no

1 Alok Shukla  janabhivyakti@gmail.com 9977634040

2 Amit Tiwari Shahid Hospital, Dallirajarhat dr.amit_tiwari@hotmail.com 08085900999
3 Anil Mishra  scgpvs@yahoo.in / 

anil2570@yahoo.in 
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4 Anurag Gupta WaterAid, Raipur  
5 Ashwini 
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MSKPP, Bilaspur mskppbilaspur@yahoo.co.in 9425530055

6 Bhupesh 
Vaishnov 

Shikhar Yuva Manch
Bilaspur, Kasturba Nagar,  
Beside Prerna Vidya Mandir ,  
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Ph-0775-211123 Cell-
9827409543 
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Banerjee 
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dipnarayan2@gmail.com  
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8 Dyal Das 
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RachnaManch, Dhamtari rachnamanch93@gmail.com 9926143137

9 Ejaz Kaiser Hindustan Times, Raipur ejaz.kaiser@hindustantimes.com, 
ejazkaiser@gmail.com 

9826139990
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Sr. Elizabeth 
Executive Director 
Raigarh Ambikapur Health 
Association (RAHA) 
B.T.I. Chowk, Pathalgaon, 
Pin-496118 
Dist-Jashpur 
Chhattisgarh 
Ph.No.-07765-233384 
Mob No.-
9424183907/9993775859 

admin@rahaindia.org 9424183907 / 
07828820588 / 
07765233384  

11 Gautam 
Bandopadhyay 

Nadi Ghati Morcha, O-3, 
Anupamnagar,Post. 
Shankarnagar,Raipur, 
Chhattisgarh, 
Raipur, 
Pincode: 492007 
Phone Number: +91 0771 
2282286 

gautamraipur@gmail.com 9826171304

12 Indu Netam  ranjan_indu@yahoo.com 9479017963

13 Kamal Shukla Freelance Journalist, Kanker kamalkanker@gmail.com 9981635944



Name  Organisation/ Address Email Contact no

14 Kanta Marathe Navrachna 
A-102, Sai Niwas, Torwa-
Bilaspur 
Chhattisgarh-495004 
Phone-9424161142 
07752-434258 

navrachnacg@gmail.com 9424161142

15 Keshav Shori DISHA Samaj Sevi Sanstha,
Tulsi Complex; 
Shri Ram Nagar; Kanker 
Dist. Kanker, Pin. 494334 
Chhattisgarh. tel. +91-7868-
222310 

dishacg@yahoo.co.in, 
dishacg@gmail.com 

09406292239, 
09406361986 

16 KJ Joy  SOPPECOM(Society For 
Promoting  
Participative Ecosystem 
Management) 
16, Kale Park, Someshwarwadi 
Road, 
Pashan, Pune 411 008  
Maharashtra, India 

joykjjoy2@gmail.com  

17 Lata Sahoo  RachnaManch, Dhamtari rachnamanch93@gmail.com 9926143137
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Society (ELRS), 
C-48, Third Floor,  
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Tel. 011-42828324 

lovleen.bhullar@gmail.com 9871755150

19 Mamata Dash WaterAid, Delhi  

20 Mamta Kujur  Village and Post -  Gholeng, 
District - Jashpur (C.G. 

mamtakujurcg@gmail.com 7587295830
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Bilaspur 
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Phone-9424161142 
07752-434258 

navrachnacg@gmail.com 9424161142
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Chandra  
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CCDU, Jagdalpur 

mritunjay_chandra@rediffmail.com  94061-21589

23 Neha Elis Village and Post -  Gholeng, 
District - Jashpur (C.G. 

neha.elis@rediffmail.com 9907122913

24 Netram Ravi PATH 
W-14 Jeewan Vihar Near VIP 
Chowk  Teleebandha Raipur 

ravipathindia@gmail.com 0771-2442620, 
09425208307 

25 Nitesh 
Singroul 

SAMBHAW SAMITI
Ward No. - 07, Gurudwara 
Road, Takhatpur 
District - Bilaspur 
(Chhattisgarh) 
Pin Code - 495 330 
Mob. No. ; +919893091716 

sambhawcg@gmail.com 9893091716 / 
7828859500 
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SOPPECOM(Society For 
Promoting  
Participative Ecosystem 
Management) 
16, Kale Park, Someshwarwadi 
Road, 
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Mishra 

 pariveshm@gmail.com 9425250104

28 Praful Lakra CHOPAL, Sarguja chaupal.cg@gmail.com 9977462084

29 Pratima 
Medhekar 

SOPPECOM(Society For 
Promoting  
Participative Ecosystem 
Management) 
16, Kale Park, Someshwarwadi 
Road, 
Pashan, Pune 411 008  
Maharashtra, India 

 

30 Purushottam 
Panda 

CCDU, Bilaspur Purubabu.reb@gmail.com 9437194682

31 Rajesh Sahu SAMARTHAN 
House no-1,Tilak Nagar 
Avanti Vihar Sec-1 
Telibandha Raipur-(C.G) 
492006 
Tel-0771-4057826 

manishjhaharsh@gmail.com / 
raipur@samarthan.org /  
samarthan_raipur@yahoo.co.in 

Mob-09977001873/ 
09424105433 

32 Raju Samson Lokshakti Samajsevi Sanstha lokshakticg@gmail.com 9425550502

33 Ram Kumar 
Kashyap 

CF Shore  9424126090

34 Ravi Wande CF Shore raviwande@gmail.com 9424126090

35 S. Srivastava AFPRO Task Force 
C-1/73, Sector – 7 
In front of Govind Sarang 
Market 
New Rajendra Nagar, Raipur – 
492 001 
Chhattisgarh 

atfr@afpro.org 9893535946

36 Sandeep Rao  PRIA - State Office 
52, Geetanjali Nagar, Sector-1 
| Raipur - 492007 | 
Chhattisgarh 
Ph. 0771-2442180 | Mob. 
09754300711 

sandeep.rao@pria.org 0771-2442180
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37 Sant Mahto I-4, Parijat Colony 
Nehru Nagar 
Bilaspur - 495 001 
Chhattisgarh, India 

santmahto@gmail.com  

38 Shalini Raman Jan Swathya Abhiyan, Raipur. Raman.shalini@gmail.com 9424200375

39 Sharad 
Shrivastava 

Srijan Samajik Sanstha,
Mamta nagar,gali No.- 05, 
Panchsheel 
colony,Rajnandgaon 
Distt.- Rajnandgaon (C.G.)         
                   

srijanssrjn@gmail.com 9406011509,             
07744-404306 

40 Shyam Sunder 
Yadav 

SAMARTHAN 
House no-1,Tilak Nagar 
Avanti Vihar Sec-1 
Telibandha Raipur-(C.G) 
492006 
Tel-0771-4057826 

lokshakti_samiti@yahoo.in  

41 Suhas 
Paranjape 

SOPPECOM(Society For 
Promoting  
Participative Ecosystem 
Management) 
16, Kale Park, Someshwarwadi 
Road, 
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Maharashtra, India 

9987078792

42 Sulakshana 
Nandi 

Jan Swathya Abhiyan, Raipur Sulakshana.nandi@gmail.com 9406090595

43 Suvigya Pathak Samerth Trust -  
Chhattisgarh State Office 
T-15, Sai-Vatika, Deopuri, 
Dhamtari Road, Raipur-
492015 
Chhattisgarh, India 
Telefax:  + 91 771 4025628 

suvi.pathak@gmail.com/ 
samerthtrust1992@gmail.com 

9329567676

44 Dukesh Sahu Samarthan, House no.1, 
tilaknagar, Avanti Vihar, Sec-1, 
Telibandha, Raipur 

9424138036

45 Dr. Thomas 
Abraham 

CF Hospital Campus, GE 
Road, Rajnandgaon  

9827186765

46 Zulaikha Jabin Shambhavi, CG.  9329228077

47 Nilesh 
Chouber 

Nirman Seva Samiti, 114/C, 
Risali sector, District- Durg, 
490006 

nirmansscg@gmail.com 9329007559

48 Dr. Saibal Jana Shaheed Hospital, Dalli 
Rajhara 

saibal.jana@gmail.com 09893750865

49 Dr. Sengupta Shaheed Hospital  

 



Annex 2: Programme Schedule 
 Monday – 11th March  
9:30 to 10:00  Registration of the Participants 
  Tea/ Coffee  
10:00 to 
10:30  Welcome  K.J. Joy, SOPPECOM, Pune  

 Self Introductions by the participants Mamata Dash, WaterAid, Delhi  
 Forum, WaterAid, RTWS Initiative and the Workshop  

10:30 to 
12:15  Right to Drinking Water: Draft Position Paper  

 Chair - 
10:30 to 
11:15  

Right to Water in the Indian Context Suhas Paranjape, SOPPECOM, Pune  

11:15 to 
11:30  Tea/Coffee  

11:30 to 
12:15  

Discussion on Right to Water in the Indian Context   

12:15 to 
13:30  

Legal and Institutional Issues around Drinking Water  

12:15 to 
12:45  

Legal and Institutional Issues Related to Right to Water Lovleen Bhullar, ELRS, New 
Delhi  
in India   

12:45 to 
13:20  Discussion  

13:20 to 
13:30  Chairperson’s address  

13:30 to 
14:30  

Lunch  

14:30 to 
17:30  Case studies/Experiences   

 Chair - 
14:30 to 
16:00  

Water Resource Management and Status of 
Drinking Water in Chhattisgarh J.K. Sharma, PHED, Chhattisgarh 

 Sheonath River Struggle and Water Privatization 
in Chhattisgarh and its Impact on Marginalized 
Groups  

Alok Shukla, Chhatisgrah Bachao 
Andolan  

 Water Supply in Dalit Villages: The experiences 
from Chhattisgarh  Bhupesh Vaishnov, SYM, Bilaspur 

 Water Issues in Adivasi Areas in Chhattisgarh  Indu Netam, AJVAM Bastar 
16:00 to 
16:15  

Tea/Coffee  

16:15 to 
17:20  Discussion in the light of the Presentations  

17:20 to 
17:30  

Chairperson’s address  

20:00 to 
22:00  Workshop Dinner  

Tuesday - 12 March  

9:30 to 11:15  Right to Sanitation: Draft Position Paper  



 Chair - 

9:30 to 10:15  Right to Sanitation in the Indian Context   Mamata Dash, WaterAid, Delhi  

10:15 to 
11:15  

Discussion on Right to Sanitation in the Indian 
Context  

 

11:15 to 
11:30  

Tea/coffee   

11:30 to 
13:00  

Status of Sanitation in Chhattisgarh and Legal and Institutional Issues around 
Sanitation  

11:30 to 
11:50  

Policies, Programmes and Status of Sanitation 
in Chhattisgarh 

 

Mritunjay Chandra, CCDU   

 
11:50 to 
12:15  

Legal and Institutional Issues Related to Right 
to Sanitation in India 
 

Lovleen Bhullar, ELRS, New Delhi 

 
12:15 to 
12:55  

Discussion on RTS in light of the Presentations  

12:55 to 
13:00  

Chairperson’s address  

13:00 to 
14:00  

Lunch  

14:00 to 
15:15  

Case studies/Experiences  

 Chair - 

14:00 to 
14:45  

Health and Sanitation issues in Rural Areas of 
Chhattisgarh  
 
Sanitation issues in Marginalized 
Communities in Chhattisgarh 
 
Ambikapur RTS Campaign  

,  

Sant Mahto, JSS Bilaspur   
  
 
Dr. Amit Tiwary, Shaheed Hospital, 
Dalli Rajhara  
 
Anurag Gupta, WaterAid, Raipur  

 
 
 
 

14:45 to 
15:10  

Discussion in the light of the Presentations   

15:10 to 
15:15  

Chairperson’s address  

15:15 to 
15:30  

Tea/Coffee  

15:30 to 
17:00  

Panel Discussion  

17:00 to 
17:30  

Concluding Session  

17:00 to 
17:10   

Way Forward   

17:10 to 
17:25  

Feedback from Participants  

17:25 to 
17:30 

Vote of thanks  Parag Jyoti Saikia, SOPPECOM, Pune 

 



Annex 3: Presentations on Day one, 11th March, 2013 

Presentation on Right to Water in Indian Context: Suhas Paranjape 
 

     
 

   
 
 

   



    
 
 

   
 
 

  
  

 

 



Presentation on Legal and Institutional Issues related to Right to Water: Loveleen Bhullar 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

     
 

   
 



   
 

    
 
 

    
 



  
 

 

Presentation on Water Privatization in Chhattisgarh, the case of the Sheonath River:  Alok 
Shukla, Chhattisgarh Bachao Andolan 
 

        
 

     



     
 
 

     
 
 

      



    
 
 

   
 
 

    



     
 

Writeup of Presentation on Water Supply in Dalit villages, the experiences from Chhattisgarh: 
Bhupesh Vaishnov, SYM. 

SYM has  transformed a village named Bitkuli, Bilaspur district  into a “Model Village” by water 
conservation  project  Bitkuli,  a  small  village  of  Bilha  block  of  Bilaspur  district  consisting  of  205 
populations including 99 male and 106 female. Among them 195 are SC and 10 are ST populations. Total 
area of the village is 255 acres among which 130 acre was irrigated which was about 50% and per capita 

income was Rs. 8000/‐. The water level was 20 feet. 

SYM  initiated  a  project  for  the  community 
on  alternative  agricultural  opportunities  in  that 
village  to  ensure  the  food  security  of  205 
beneficiaries  of  56  family  of  village  BITKULI.  The 
village  is  developed  as  a  model  village  through 
irrigation  and  alterative  farming  by  the  financial 
support of LWR, USA and socio‐technical support of 
AFPRO.  But  the major  element  of  the  project was 
the  total project was planned and  implemented by 

the community through the formation of a VDC (Village Development Committee). 

 

SYM  initiated  their  the  water  recharge  and  water 
conservation  structures  like  Pod  deepening,  farm 
ponds,  bore  well  and  Tube  well  installation  ad 
restoration, canal diversion, Gabion, well construction, 
land  leveling  etc.  the  community  were  imparted 
training  on  Madagascar      rice  cultivation  technique 
that  is SRI (System of Rice  Intensification) selection of 
seeds,  pest  control  techniques,  and  use  of  organic 
manure,  existing  traditional  /indigenous  knowledge 



and good practices among the farmers. As a result now farmers are taking 2 crops from their farm. Most 
of the farmers started using and generating organic compost for their farm. A model plot of Madagascar 
farming  is developed. A  farmers  TOT has been  conducted on  the Madagascar method of  farming  to 
provide regular guidance to community.  

Following are the measurable impacts of the project: 

• 4 to  6 Kg crop yield per acre increased ad Money lending 25 % ended 
• People’s Socio‐economic status increased along with health and educational status. 
• 100% existing sustained water bodies which increased the moisture retention of the Village. 
• Agricultural  area  of  village  increased  through  land  levelling  and  land  bonding  and  100% 

Migration has stopped. 
• Landless people of the project village started IGP or take lands in lease and started farming. 
• Some people started Goatery and vegetable production by  involving themselves  in project and 

90% capacity development of people and 90% skilled people. 
• 50%  farmers  started  farming  in Madagascar method which  increased 80% productivity of  the 

land. 
• 15 to 20 % people started organic farming after training on organic farming.  

 

For better management of  the structures user groups are  formed,  their bylaws are prepared  for  their 
accountability in future by ensuring their roles and responsibilities. 

Annex 4: Presentations on Day 2, 12th March, 2013.  

Presentation on Right to Sanitation in the Indian Context: Mamata Dash 
Right to Sanitation–Why, What and How to fit? 
Scope of the right: what does it include? 
 

• Different countries have defined this in different ways. For example,‐the right to access to 
water and sanitation to satisfy the basic needs of the population, respecting equity(Algeria) 

• Every person has the right to a reasonable standard of sanitation’ (Kenya). 

• The State shall guarantee the right to health, its promotion and protection through…the 
provision of potable water and basic sanitation…in accordance with the principles of equity, 
universality, solidarity, quality and efficiency (Ecuador). 

 

Duties and Responsibilities 
In the context of Rights, two agencies are important:  

1) State: to bring in the necessary policy and legal instruments; setup the necessary institutional 
mechanisms for implementation monitoring and regulation; mobilize resources for capital 
investments and for creation of the necessary physical and social infrastructure (both hardware 
and software); to be held accountable or the provision of services. 

2) People: participation at all stages; certain behavioral changes (?) 



 
Participation and Decentralization 

• Role of people, communities and local self governments; this is all the more important because 
sanitation practices are very often culturally embedded‐ 

• The centre could lay down minimum quantity, quality, and physical accessibility norms, with 
state governments and local bodies having the governments and local bodies having the 
freedom to adopt more stringent norms. 
 

Right to sanitation stems from: 

• human dignity 

• impact of lack of sanitation (or open defecation, for example)does not stop  
with the individual or the immediate family or surrounding; it has both wider 
social and ecosystem impacts (like passive smoking); what can be called as “non‐site” impact. 

 
Definition of Sanitation 
 
Wikipedia Definition 
Sanitation is the hygienic means of promoting health through prevention of human contact with the 
hazards of wastes as well as the treatment and proper disposal of sewage wastewater. Hazards can be 
physical, microbiological, biological or chemical agents of disease. Wastes that can cause health 
problems include human and animal feces, solid wastes, domestic wastewater (sewage, sullage grey 
water), industrial wastes and agricultural wastes. Hygienic means of prevention can be by using 
engineering solutions (e.g. sewerage and wastewater treatment), simple technologies (e.g. latrines, 
septic tanks), or even by personal hygiene practices (e.g. simple handwashing withsoap). 

According to WHO 
"Sanitation generally refers to the provision of facilities and services for the safe disposal of human urine 
and feces. Inadequate sanitation is a major cause of disease world‐ wide and  
improving sanitation is known to have a significant beneficial impact on health both in 
households and across communities. The word 'sanitation' also refers to the maintenance of hygienic 
conditions, through services such as garbage collection and wastewater disposal. 
 
AccordingtoMDWS 

• Sanitation means attaining Nirmal Bharat Status by 2022. 

• And Nirmal Bharat sees Sanitation as a dream of clean and healthy that thrives and contributes 
at the wellbeing of the people well being of the people 
 

Peoples’ definition of Sanitation 

• A process of regeneration of the environment to befit for human habitation 

• Disposal and management of human waste (excreta) ensuring that no human being comes into 
contact with human excreta, ensuring health and environmental safety 



• Includes infrastructure and resources for all, everywhere, at all times 

• Sensitive to specific needs of different sections of society and their life cycles. Sensitive means 
inclusive and sensitive design, availability of required water and personal hygiene inclusive of 
MHM, feasible technologies, gender, age and cross‐disability friendly 

• Removes stigma and is culturally accepted 
 

Political Declarations 

• Virtually all governments have recognized the right to sanitation in a political declaration 

• Eight countries specifically recognize the right to sanitation in their Constitution, national 
legislation or in their sanitation policies. These are Uruguay, South Africa, Honduras, Bolivia, 
Algeria, Bangladesh, Kenya and Sri Lanka. 

• The  laws  of many  countries  include  specific  government  obligations  to  specific  government 
obligations  to  ensure  sanitation  and  hygiene.  Examples  include  Colombia,  Ecuador,  Iran, 
Madagascar, Mauritania, Mozambique, Indonesia, Armenia and Ukraine. 

• The Supreme Courts of India and Bangladesh have held that access to sanitation is part of the 
right to life. 
 

Should the right to water and sanitation clubbed together in one, or treat them separately? 
Maybe better to have two separate acts as the nature of these two rights is different. Maybe the 
campaign for them could be together as RTWS. We should take into account the interconnections. For 
example, the quantum of water required for sanitation should be built into the right to water .Right to 
sanitation pre‐supposes that there is right to water. 
 

Presentation on Policies, Programmes and status of sanitation in Chhattisgarh: Mritunjay 
Chandra 
Due to technical reasons, this presentation cannot be uploaded here (Presentation is in Hindi language). 
However, if anyone wishes to view this presentation, they can write to us at 
righttowaterandsanitation@gmail.com   and we shall send the file.  



Presentation on Legal and Institutional Issues related to Right to Sanitation in Indi:  Loveleen 
Bhullar   

   
 
 

   
 

    



     
 
 

   
 
 

    



    
 
 
 

    
 
 

    



     
 

Presentation on Health and Sanitation Issues in Rural Areas of Chhattisgarh: Sant Mahto 
 

    
 
 

    



    
 
 

   
 
 

    



    
 
 

  
 
 

    



   
 
 

   
 
 

    



   
 
 

    
 
 

     



   

 

   
 
 

  
 



Presentation on Sanitation Issues in Marginalized Communities of Chhattisgarh: Dr. Amit 
Tiwari, Shaheed Tiwari, Dilli Rajhara. 
 

SHAHEED HOSPITAL  
• Established in year 1983 by labors working in mines of Dalli Rajhara. 

• Non‐profit organization with the motto “FOR THE PEOPLE, BY THE PEOPLE”. 

• Providing ethical care to the marginalized people at nominal cost. 

• Community welfare activities 
(Health awareness campaigns & Health education 

• Year 1984‐1989 
1. Awareness program for Safe Drinking Water & Sanitation to prevent further outbreaks of 
Cholera & Acute Diarrheal Diseases 
2. Workshops for training Doctors, Health Workers & Traditional Healers regarding  

management of Diarrheal Diseases 
3. Emphasis on Importance & Preparation of ORS to general population 

Cent percent sanitation  
Cent percent sanitation must include 

• Eradication of open defecation 

• Provision of sanitation facilities in all households and educational institutions. 

• Promoting hygiene education at school level. 

• Maintaining environmental sanitation in the village & community. 

Sanitation in Chhattisgarh 
Sanitation facilities in the state are abysmally low with only about 27 per cent having toilet facilities, 
which is far below the all‐India average of 44%. 

The STs are the most deprived section in this regard with only 18 per cent of the ST households having 
toilet facilities, which is lower than the all India average for STs. 

The SCs also have a lower proportion of households with toilet facilities as compared to the all India 
average. 
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• The main issues in dealing with water quality are related to: weak legislation and enforcement 
of water quality standards and testing protocols, exploitation of sources contaminated due to 
deteriorating groundwater levels, poor Operation & Maintenance, weak provider accountability 
with respect to quality of water provided and lack of awareness amongst rural citizens about the 
importance of safe water and poor environmental and domestic hygiene.  

 
General Recommendations for Improvement of Sanitation 
 
1. Increasing Literacy Rate 
The National Health Profile‐2007 and 2008 based on information received from States/UTs shows that 

• in states where female literacy is more, the trend of occurrence of diarrhoeal diseases burden is 
seen to be falling. 

• On the other hand in states where literacy among females is low, it is on the rise. 

 
2. Generate Awareness & Health Education  3. Active Intervention 
 

          
 
 
Maintaining proper sanitation levels in school 
A child taught proper sanitation at school is more likely to practice sanitary hygiene throughout his/her 
life. It must includes 
1. Hand Washing 
2. Toilet Training (Use of sanitary latrines) 
3. Education regarding Personal Hygiene & Safe Drinking Water 

 
Functional Toilets in School 
 

 

Water & Sanitation must be the 
RIGHT of EVERY HUMAN 

BEING 
 

but 
It’s the INDIVIDUAL 

RESPONSIBILITY to maintain 
Hygienic Living Conditions


